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Sandra Ketelhake (M.A.): Early Career
Professionals and the UN Ocean Decade

“The Science we need for the Ocean we want’

The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) seeks to
implement this statement. As an UN-initiated but bottom-up driven Decade, the aim is to kick-
start this year with many suggestions for activities. The first ones have already been put forward
and focus on protecting the coasts, mapping the seafloor and creating a digital twin ocean.

But which role take Early Career Ocean Professionals (ECOPSs) in these and all other planned
activities? In this lunch talk, Sandra Ketelhake will inform us how Early Career Ocean
Professionals are included in the Decade and how ECOPs can contribute with their expertise.

Sandra Ketelhake is a Science-Policy Adviser at the German
Marine Research Consortium (KDM) and the Joint Programming
Initiative Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (JPI Oceans).
She studied International Politics and International Law at the
University of Kiel. Her work focuses mostly on ocean observing
related topics like science for Good Environmental Status and the
implementation of the All-Atlantic Ocean Observing System
(AtlantOS). She is the German G7 National Focal Point of the
Future of the Seas and Oceans Working Group.

As an Early Career Ocean Professional (ECOP), she is looking
forward to contributing to the implementation of the UN Ocean
Decade and is closely connected to the IOC-UNESCO UN
Decade ECOP Informal Working Group.

The Postdoc Lunch is an informal meeting of postdoc scientists in temporary employment at GEOMAR. The Postdoc Lunch takes place every two
weeks on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 pm. At present only virtual. Information about the room will be communicated timely via the PACT-mailing
list. At each meeting, there will be a 20-minute information talk on "What every postdoc should know" followed by time for questions and general
exchange. Our new postdocs will be introduced and welcomed. More: www.geomar.de/en/pact0 | Contact: pact-info@geomar.de
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