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Back from lockdown: Expedition material back in Kiel 
Containers of the research project CUSCO arrive at GEOMAR with a 6-month delay. 
 
10 November 2020 / Kiel. During a field campaign of the research-project CUSCO off the 
coast of Peru, scientists of GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel were 
caught in the first corona lockdown in spring. The team was able to complete the 
experiments under strict conditions, but had to leave luggage and all material behind when 
leaving in April. Today the first containers with material are returning to Kiel. Now the 
participants are still waiting for nine offshore mesocosms - special research platforms with 
which the project has carried out study experiments in the coastal upwelling area off Peru - 
as well as for important samples that are still in Peru. 
 
When on Tuesday morning trucks with five containers with material rolled onto the premises of 
GEOMAR, Prof. Dr. Ulf Riebesell was relieved. The containers belong to a research expedition of 
the GEOMAR project CUSCO. The scientific campaign in spring 2020 was to study the influence of 
human-induced climate change on particularly productive coastal fishing areas. Then the scientists 
were surprised by the sudden and consequent Peruvian lockdown. In the meantime, they have all 
been able to return to Germany. However, the return transport of the extensive expedition material 
to Germany is proving to be extremely difficult due to Corona and already comes with a high 
additional expenditure of time and money. 
 
"We are relieved that we can finally receive our first material containers in Kiel," says Professor Ulf 
Riebesell, head of the CUSCO project and the research expedition, happily. "When we 
unexpectedly found ourselves in a Peruvian lockdown, we had no idea what was in store for us. 
The most important thing then was to get everyone home safely. And we succeeded in doing so. 
But what would happen with our material, the samples and the research results was written in the 
stars. Now it looks like a happy ending for the time being. Only for our mesocosms and our 
samples we still have to keep our fingers crossed." Many of the samples taken on site are still on 
their way or waiting for clearance in Peru. Some have to be cooled continuously at -80°C. This 
makes safe and reliable transport to the capital of Schleswig-Holstein difficult.  
 
The KOSMOS mesocosms are marine research platforms which were developed at GEOMAR and 
have already been used in many marine regions. They are like oversized test tubes in the ocean, 
in which various environmental parameters can be changed in a targeted manner and thus the 
influence of climate change on natural ecosystems can be studied. The nine mesocosms of the 
CUSCO project are still waiting in Peru to be transported back to GEOMAR. The worldwide unique 
research platforms are urgently needed for the next planned mission. 
 
The coastal upwelling area off Peru is one of the most productive ecosystems worldwide, with 
enormous importance for global food security. The results of the CUSCO research expedition's 
mesocosmos study should enable a better assessment of the consequences that the climate crisis 
will have on these areas, which are equally important for biodiversity and human supply. 
 
Links: 
www.geomar.de GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel 



 

 

 
 

 
www.daserste.de/information/politik-weltgeschehen/weltspiegel/videos/peru-die-forscher-vom-
humboldt-strom-video-100.html Video ARD Weltspiegel about the Mesocosm-experiments off the 
coast of Peru (in German) 
www.oceanblogs.org/cusco/ Blog about the research expedition and the Peruvian lockdown as 
experienced by the scientists  
www.ebus-climate-change.de/cusco Project CUSCO 
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At www.geomar.de/n7354-e images are available for download.  
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Ann Kristin Montano (GEOMAR, Project communication CUSCO, EVAR, REEBUS), Tel.: 0151-
74374850, amontano@geomar.de 
 


